
 
 
 
I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in 
your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to 
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness 
of God. Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, for ever and ever. Amen. –Ephesians 3:16-21 

 
Dear CTK Friends, 
 
As we look forward to Stewardship Sunday on November 15, THANK YOU for your generosity 
to CTK in 2015—it’s been an exciting year. We: 
 

• Hosted a neighborhood block party where we gave away over 200 hot dogs 

• Began work on a redesign of the CTK website, improving marketing and installing 
wireless internet in the church building  

• Hired Betsy Murray as our new organist 

• Maintained the building and beautified the grounds thanks to our Property Team and 
many volunteers 

• Logged 22,000+ volunteer hours helping those in need  

• …among many others! 
 
Giving has been strong and expenses remain controlled, thanks to your support and responsible 
and capable staff and ministry teams. We’re blessed to accomplish abundantly far more than 
we can ask or imagine both in 2015 and in the future. 
 
Over the past year, your church council has been working to create a vision for CTK and to 
identify desired outcomes for 2016, and has come up with 4 Core Convictions of the 
congregation: Worshiping, Connecting, Accepting, and Serving. 

 
Our 2016 desired outcomes reflect these four convictions. They include both “building in” 
(strengthening our faith, growing spiritually, property improvements) which prepares us for 
“building out” (intentionally reaching out to our community and sharing our faith): 
 

• Pastor Jen’s sabbatical in summer 2016 will focus on prayer and spirituality. It will give 
us space and opportunity to learn about and deepen our spiritual and prayer lives 
through special speakers in worship, a prayer vigil, and a congregational retreat in fall 
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2016. Pastor Jen will share her sabbatical learning and experiences through sermons, 
book studies and classes throughout 2016. 

• We will reach out and increase connections by improving our audio/visual technology in 
worship, allowing us to create sermon podcasts and share worship online for those who 
can’t be here in person. 

• We will connect and increase our visibility in the community through continual 
improvements in marketing, including a new website design, stronger social media 
presence, print materials, and indoor and outdoor signage. 

• We will organize and offer 2 community outreach events in 2016, including a block 
party. 

• We will pursue creating a plan to update our kitchen, which would allow us to host 
community meals and events. 

 
These larger desired outcomes for 2016 are in tandem with the desired outcomes for each area 
of ministry at CTK. Please look through the next few pages to see a small snapshot of the things 
we’ve accomplished as a congregation in 2015 and where we’re heading in 2016. For the sake 
of space, you’ll only see information from the Mission, Worship and Discipleship Teams, but 
know this is only a piece of the ministry God is doing through CTK—and there are many other 
teams doing great work!  
 
As you plan your giving to CTK in 2016, please be aware: 

 

• Pastor Jen’s sabbatical is completely funded by a grant through Lilly Endowment, Inc. 
The cost of the sabbatical will not affect the 2016 operational budget. 

• In order to stay within recommended salary guidelines, the organist salary for 2016 will 
increase by 30%. 

 
Thank you for your continued generosity in your gifts of time, talent and finances that allow 
CTK to continue offering inspiring worship, connecting people of all generations, reaching out 
with warmth, and serving our neighbors near and far. 
 
Stewardship Sunday will be November 15, when you’ll have the opportunity to offer your 
2016 pledges (estimates of your 2016 giving). Watch for a mailing the week before with 
Estimate of Giving cards. As always, your gifts are gratefully received however you choose to 
share them. If you have any questions about giving to CTK, please contact our Financial 
Secretary Scott Freburg at finance@ctkwbl.org. 
 
In Christ’s Service,  
 
Pastor Jen    



 
 

 

 Notes: 
 

• Pastor Jen’s salary is broken down into each area according to how she spends her time 
• Discipleship (education and youth ministries) includes Laura Gorton’s salary  

 

 
This chart only shows our 2015 operating budget. Special offerings are above 
and beyond this budget and include: 

 
• $13,000 for mission projects, including the Masisiwe water project and scholarships 

(part of which is not shown because they will be paid in November), Habitat for 
Humanity support, and food shelf offerings, among others 

• The CTK Women’s ministry raised $1400 for Masisiwe projects and gave a donation to 
Birch Lake Elementary School 

• The CTK Endowment Team distributed $2500 to the Masisiwe water project, seminary 
scholarships, the youth mission trip and special music  

 

$67,854

$70,978

$28,662

$37,823

$44,684

$46,647

Christ the King 2015 Budget

Worship

Development (Discipleship)

Community (Evang. & Fellow.)

Outreach (Missions)

Operations & Administration

Property (Building)



CTK Mission Outreach – Our Faith in Action 
 

Answering God’s Call...  
We put our faith into action when we respond to God’s call: ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”  Matthew 25:40   
 
We put our unique talents into action by focusing on hunger and homelessness relief locally 
and partnering with our sister church in Tanzania globally:  “Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that 
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it 
that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” Matthew 25:37-39   
 

What God is doing through the people of CTK in 2015… 
• Volunteering 2200+ hours helping those in need through The Gathering, Habitat for 

Humanity, Second Harvest, Ramsey Family Shelter, and Bread Ministry. 

• Donating food and funds to relieve hunger through White Bear Food Shelf,  World 
Hunger Appeal, Crisis Ministry, Ramsey Family Shelter, and Feed My Starving Children. 

• Relieving homelessness through donations to Habitat for Humanity, Solid Ground, and 
The Family Place. 

• Engaging our youth in local and national mission outreach through YouthWorks.  

• Improving sustainable income and fresh water sources through donations to our partner 
congregation in Masisiwe, TZ. 

• Expanding opportunities through scholarships for students in Masisiwe, TZ 
 

In 2016 Our Goals Are…  
• Continue our tradition of collectively tithing to those in need.  ($32,500 yearly) 

• Expand opportunities for all ages to participate in mission together.    

• Equip all ministry teams to be a resource for mission outreach. 
 

Responses…  
Community Service Appreciation: “We are so thankful for your community’s strong support of 
the Family Service Center!   We appreciate the countless hours your volunteers put in, as well 
as the financial support you provide.  We are blessed to have you all on our team.”   
      -Family Service Center Volunteer Coordinator 

Deep Gratitude in a Masisiwe Student Letter: “I thank God for many things He has done for me 
through you and your family.  I can’t stop to continue to pray for you and share the joy of 
knowing God’s love can be shone through many ways.  Everywhere I am singing this Psalm 
118:1,5. ‘O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! Out of my 
distress I called on the LORD; the LORD answered me and set me in a broad place.’”  

 



CTK Worship – Praising God 
 

Answering God’s Call...  
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
Worship the LORD with gladness; 
Come into God’s presence with singing. 
Know that the LORD is God. 
It is God that made us, and we are God’s; 
We are God’s people, and the sheep of God’s pasture. 
-Psalm 100:1-3 
 

What God is doing through the people of CTK in 2015… 
• Consistently inspiring worship led by music staff, the Kings’ House Band, Joyful Noise 

Bells, King’s Choir, Cherub Choir, and special music offerings.  

• Strong leadership in all aspect of worship, including Lay Assisting Ministers, altar guild, 
audio-visual, ushers, greeters, communion servers, readers and acolytes.  

• Integration of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal in the pews and in worship, 
thanks to special donations.  

• Creative worship through drama, visual elements, media, and special services. 

• Introduction of Narrative Lectionary in fall 2015. 

• Hiring of Betsy Murray as CTK’s organist. 
 

In 2016 Our Goals Are…  
• Continue with the Narrative Lectionary in worship through spring 2016. 

• Intentionally involve all ages in worship leadership and participation. 

• Continue to explore ways to welcome visitors into worship.  

• Improve audio-visual technology that would allow us to post sermons and worship 
online. 

• Deepen prayer practices through special speakers and sermon series around Pastor’s 
Jen’s 2016 sabbatical. 

 

Responses…  
Our congregational survey last spring asked the question, “Why would people want to come to 
CTK?” Worship was part of many answers, including: 

• Thoughtful and stimulating sermons based on Scripture, lots of talented people, 
beautiful and comfortable space, special Advent and Lenten seasons, beautiful and 
wonderful music and singing, variety in worship, meaningful worship and liturgy. 

 
 

 

 



CTK Discipleship (education and youth ministries) – Growing in Faith 

Answering God’s Call… 
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to 
instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that 
everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. --2 Timothy 
3:14-17 
 

What God is doing through the people of CTK in 2015… 
• Rotation style Sunday school which engages children deeply in the stories of the Bible 

while connecting them to adults at CTK 

• Mentorship program for middle school students which forms faith through 
conversations with adult members 

• Summer programs which are fun and engaging for all children and youth 

• Volunteer leadership opportunities for youth in children’s ministry 
 

In 2016 Our Goals Are… 
• Engage in more intergenerational education events throughout the church year through 

family and church-wide Sunday morning classes (i.e. Lent and Holy Week) 

• Empower children and youth to take more leadership roles within worship as ushers, 
readers, acolytes, and more. 

• Provide more opportunities for both middle school and high school aged students to 
interact in large group settings (i.e. joint mission trip) 

 

Responses… 
“With the money I was able to raise, I had the privilege of going on the Denver Mission Trip this 
past summer. In Denver my group and I worked at a food shelf for the homeless. We unpacked 
boxes that were full of food that would later be used on the food shelves. I learned that we 
should be thankful for the food that we receive. It was a great experience, and I would go 
back!” 
 
-Kennedy Elholm, 10th grader 
Denver Mission Trip Participant, August 2015 


