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2016 Narrative Budget for Christ Lutheran Church on Capitol Hill 

God’s Vision for Our Ministry 

Christ on Capitol Hill will be a tree of life in the middle of the city, rooted in worship and faith practices, 

and bearing a diversity of actions, for the healing of the whole community. 

Introduction 

Together, we give to financially support the ministries of our church. How much money is spent? How is it 

spent? When we look at a church budget, it can be both confusing and can distract us from the mission and 

vision that God calls us to accomplish with whatever resources God provides. So this year, leaders have 

crafted this Narrative Budget to help us catch the vision of what God wants to do with us. We hope this story 

will inspire you to continue to live out God’s transforming love in many faith-filled ways, including through 

your financial gifts to the general fund. 

Rooted in worship and faith practices  

Keyword: SOURCE 

Percent of budget:   

Opening statement: Worship is thriving at Christ on Capitol Hill. We are grounded in God’s vision and rich 

tradition. We build on a long history of valuing culture and language of diverse members; we speak three or 

more languages at each worship service.  At the same time, we are growing in faith practices and trying new 

things. We want God to shape and form us personally and as a community. 

Your gifts fund and augment: 

• Ministry Leadership in worship/preaching 

• Worship, Music and the Arts (Music staff, Jazz Sundays, Instruments, Banners, Supplies) 

• Special days – Funerals, Weddings, Baptisms 

• Education (Sunday School & Confirmation curriculums, Adult and Inter-generational opportunities) 

• Improvements to Building/Property that give us a place to be nurtured 

Bearing a diversity of actions  

Keyword: FRUIT 

Percent of budget: 

Opening statement: We are an intentionally diverse community—ethnically, economically, and socially. 

Because of this great diversity, we serve others in numerous ways. Some are drawn to this congregation to 

carry out traditions of service; some to advocate and work for social justice; others want to participate in new 

initiatives and ideas.  There are many gifts and a wide variety of ways to engage within and serve people far 

beyond our walls. 

Your gifts are needed to improve: 



• Hospitality (Marathon Day picnic, inter-generational events and service opportunities throughout the 

year) 

• Benevolence (Local, Synod and Churchwide ministries) 

• Host Building Partners (Daily Work, SPAS, Lutheran Advocacy Minnesota) 

• Caring Ministries (Home visits & communion, learning the names and stories of every regular 

worshipper, developing relationships inside and beyond our faith community) 

• Service Opportunities (Loaves & Fishes) 

For the healing of the whole community  

Keyword: LEAVES 

Percent of budget: 

Opening statement: Our Mission statement describes us as “A diverse people brought together by the grace 

of God to share with others what we ourselves have received.” We dream of being more fully a part of 

God’s work of feeding, clothing, freeing, participating in the justice and mercy of God’s reign. We do this 

personally and collectively in a variety of ways; we are church here not just for ourselves but   

Your gifts make new growth possible:  

• Outreach (mailings to neighbors, improvements to our signage and landscaping, improvements in 

communication) 

• Advocacy (Refugee Sunday, Isaiah, ) 

• Host Groups for their “Day on the Hill” 

• Host Ministries sharing space (Rock of Ages, Kingdom Ambassadors, Lord’s Holy Fire, Love Inn 

Connection) 

• Host the Youth Ministry in the City Grant (New program for empowering neighborhood young adults, 

15-25, for success in education, work, and life) 

Summary 

We want to continue to do the best of what we have done and move forward in Spirit-led ways. You can help 

us through your faithful giving to continue to grow—Christ, a tree of life growing roots, producing fruit, and 

healing in ever-widening circles. Thank you for your support of the 2016 ministry spending plan. 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and 
of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its 
twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations.  Revelation 22: 1-2 
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