
faithful stewards . . . lasting impact 
faithful stewards . . .  ELCA Gift planners provide assistance to members of the ELCA by 

discussing how to distribute assets using tools that will maximize gifts to family and ministries that are 

important to them.  There are no products or services to sell, and there is no charge for assistance.   

Everything we have comes from God, let us become good stewards of the gifts that the Lord has given each 

of us.  The amount one has to distribute does not matter, it is what you want to accomplish with what you 

have to give that matters.   

 

lasting impact . . .  Gift Planners help people maximize the distribution of their assets to their 

heirs, using tools that will save on income and inheritance taxes, and help them support ministry that has 

been and is important to them, giving them an opportunity to make a difference.  

 

 

There are typically three kinds of giving in a church – pledging, capital campaigns and gifts from 

members.  

• When talking about “pledging” most members are giving an amount to meet the church’s 

budget.  That typically is given from their income.   

• Capital campaigns are usually given from a savings account set aside for “extra” expenditures.   

• Gifts from members are often given at their deaths. (legacy)  

 

Did you know that 50 – 75% of people don’t know if they need a will or a trust?  And don’t know where 

to start.  

 

Everyone will have assets to distribute when they die.  Planning will help those who receive the assets.  

 

Discussion items  

 

Some questions that Donors have asked: 

• Do items pass directly without having to pay taxes? 

• Do you have to pay capital gains on items that have increased in value since purchased?  

• What assets are best given to family?  To Ministry?   

 

Some questions I ask Donors:   

• Do you get asked to leave a gift to support the ongoing ministry in your church?  

• If money was no object and you could give a gift to your heirs today, how much would you give 

them?  How much is enough?  How much is too much?  

• If you had died last month, what issues would your family be dealing with today to settle the 

estate? 

 



I have found in my experience with donors that many members don’t know where to start when it comes 

to planning the distribution of their assets.  Afraid of the cost of an attorney, not sure they need a will or a 

trust.  Many don’t know the “real” total of their assets.   (Story of donor from hospital.)  

• Life insurance 

• Retirement funds 

 

Questions they have not addressed:   

• No one knows when they will be called home with Jesus, do they have a plan in place to have 

their wishes followed?  

• Are those receiving assets aware?  Are they of age and capable to handle inheritance?   

 

It is difficult for them to make a gift to the church if they haven’t taken care of their family, but with 

questions answered most would love the opportunity to make a difference.   

 

 

 

 

Questions?   
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