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Our Mission
To mobilize women to act 
boldly on their faith in Jesus 
Christ.  

Purpose Statement
As a community of women  
created in the image of God,  
called to discipleship in Jesus 
Christ, and  
empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
We commit ourselves to 
grow in faith, 
affirm our gifts, 
support one another in our 
callings, 
engage in ministry and action, 
and promote healing and 
wholeness  
in the church,  
the society, and  
the world.

Annual Soup Luncheon 
The St. Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization (SWO) will sponsor 
its annual Soup Luncheon on February 3 from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Our Savior’s Church, 1616 Olive St W in Stillwater.  

Our featured speaker will be J. Drake Hamilton, science policy director 
at Fresh Energy, who will speak about renewable energy. An expert in 
climate and energy policy at the state and national levels, her 
responsibilities include scientific analysis and policy development of 
clean energy solutions to global warming that will maximize economic 
opportunities. J. gives more than 50 presentations each year to 
businesses and civic organizations including 3M, Allina Health, and 
Medtronic.

The day’s offering has not yet been assigned to a specific ministry, but 
options being considered to receive half of what’s collected include 
Fresh Energy and PV for Phoebe. The other half will go to the SWO

Great food, great fellowship, and an opportunity for learning, sounds 
like a great day doesn’t it? Please consider inviting friends and family. 
We hope to see you there. 
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J. Drake Hamilton, science policy director at Fresh Energy, will 
speak about renewable energy at our Soup Luncheon in February.
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Reflections 
By Tricia Niesche, Saint Paul Area Synodical Organization President

“Church” is back in full swing! Fall 
programing marches on and we head to the 
new year. This has been an eventful late 
summer and early fall for me. I have 
attended the synod work groups for 
Cherish All Children and for Anti Racism/
Multi-culturalism, as well as attending 
Synod Council. 

In my role as an advisor for Synod Council, 
I visited two congregational councils in 
October as a part of its 3X3 plan to engage 
congregations. I got to bring information and messages of support, 
and learn about what excites these congregations about being a 
part of their church and their synod. It was a growing experience 
and one that I look forward to repeating next fall. 

I also participated in my first regional presidents’ conference call. 
It was wonderful talking with the other presidents, with Linda 
Bushkofsky, and our new churchwide president, Lisa Plorin. 
Hearing other synods facing similar issues — declining 
membership, getting younger women and girls involved, and 
continuing to grow support for the work of churchwide and our 
own synodicals — was hard but also encouraging. Women all over 
our region are trying different things and making new connections 
in an effort to keep WELCA alive and vital for our units, our 
clusters, and our synodical organizations. 

Has your unit ever thought about offering a Women’s Bible study 
during confirmation so parents can be engaged while their kids are 
in class? How about coffee house discussion groups? A Christian 
book club? It is inspiring to be part of such an amazing group of 
women! 

Cherish All Children is happy to be merging under the umbrella of 
Lutheran Social Service (LSS). Our Executive Director, Joy 
McElroy, and the staff will be housed at LSS and most of the 
fundraising responsibility will be taken off their backs so they can 
focus on the mission. It is a big change but an exciting one for all 
who have been involved and for those who will become involved 
through this new relationship. 

A kick-off event has been planned for January 13 from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. at LSS in the Children’s Home Society building, 1605 Eustis 
Street, St Paul. There will be speakers about human trafficking and 
representatives from several agencies who deal with the victims 
recovering from being used in the human sex trade. There will be 
opportunities for individuals, congregations, and organizations to 
find ways to become “hands-on”, “boots-on-the-ground” kind of 
involved if they so choose. Later, after the Super Bowl, there will be 
another event looking at prevention and   

     Continued on page 7

Should I use Offering  
Form A, B or C? 

• Offering Form A – Use to 
submit Regular Offerings and 
SWO convention or cluster 
Offerings to your synodical 
Women’s Organization.  Make 
check payable to “Women of the 
ELCA”. Mail form with check to 
you synodical treasurer: Darlene 
Sigstad, 3701 Sun Terrace, White 
Bear Lake, MN 55110 any 
questions e-mail: 
Darlene.sigstad@gmail.com.

• Offering Form B – Use for 
Thankofferings, Where Needed 
Most, Katie’s Fund, Special 
Offerings, and other designated 
Gifts, including gifts to other 
ELCA ministries. Make check 
payable to “Women of the ELCA.” 
Mail from with check to: Women 
of the ELCA, ELCA Gift 
Processing Center, PO Box 1809, 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.

• Offering Form C – For use by 
Synodical Treasurers for offerings 
to the Church-wide Women’ 
Organization.

If you need additional forms please 
contact me or they can be 
downloaded online at 
womenoftheelca.org on the 
“stewardship resources” page.

Bold Connections is the free 
monthly e-newsletter of Women of 
the ELCA. Whether you 
participate a lot or a little in 
Women of the ELCA, and no 
matter what your role, you'll find 
helpful news and information about 
our programs and activities, and 
stories of how together we are living 
out our purpose and mission. Sign 
up for Bold Connections at 
www.womenoftheelca.org today!

http://womenoftheelca.org
http://womenoftheelca.org
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A big thank you 
Katie Luther event draws 70 women
On October 26 the East Central Cluster hosted a very successful event 
with professional storyteller Pati Kachel sharing her educational and 
entertaining presentation about Katie Luther, "Here I Stand.” Seventy 
women attended, including guests from the North Central Cluster, 
several area churches, and even a traveler from France. Generous 
offerings of $979 were received for the ELCA Katie's Fund and the St. 
Paul Area Women's Organization. An abundance of donated baby items 
was also given to two organizations that support at-risk families and 
teen moms: "Babies Need Boxes" and "Young Lives."  

Praise God for all the women who served as worker bees and graciously 
contributed to support such worthy projects. 

Pati Kachel offers dozens of unique programs about interesting women, 
from Helen Keller to Mother Teresa.  For further information about 
scheduling a storytelling presentation for your next event, contact Pati 
at theparablefund@me.com.

Fair Trade News

Fair Trade Sales have been a 
mission of the St. Paul Area 
Synodical Women’s Organization for 
many years. Our purpose was to 
promote and educate our women on 
this wonderful program which has 
created more equitable, alternative 
trade system and improved the 
livelihood for small farmers 
worldwide.

We have fulfilled this mission — 
Fair Trade products are now 
accessible in our local stores and 
people know what they like and 
where to purchase their favorite 
chocolate and coffee items.

With that said, there are some 
changes. The SWO Board recently 
decided to wind down the Fair 
Trade Sales in the next few 
months and end this mission of the 
ELCA Women in St. Paul.

There will be chocolate only for 
sale at the upcoming February Soup 
Lunch and at the Spring Convention 
in May.

Ending one project now opens our 
time and energy for something new. 
Looking forward to seeing where 
God is leading us next!

mailto:theparablefund@me.com
mailto:theparablefund@me.com
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Tuesdays @ Two 
Tuesdays @ Two is a reminder 
for women to pray onTuesdays 
for Board members, clusters and 
units. A schedule of concerns is 
published in each issue of 
Bridges.

December 5 Pray in 
thankfulness for the many 
blessings we receive from God – 
the sunrises, sunsets, family, 
friends, faith, love and all the 
wonders in our lives.

December 12 Continue to pray for the members of the SWO Board 
that they bring meaningful programs to all women of the St. Paul Synod.

December 19 Pray for the coming Christmas season and that families 
can be together to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

December 26 Pray for all people as we look toward the start of a New 
Year. Pray that the needs of all people be met—that they are safe from 
harm, have nourishing food to eat, clothes to wear and have a warm 
place to live during the cold months.

January 2 Remember in prayer all those that live in war torn countries, 
that 2018 may be the year that brings peace to them. 

January 9 Pray for all those that have no warm clothes and no warm 
place to go in these cold winter months. Pray that they are able to find 
food and shelter. 

January 16 Pray that the violence toward one another in our country 
end and that the legacy of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. be 
remembered on the anniversary of his birth. 

January 23 Pray for all those that bear office in our Nation, the 
president, congress, the governor and legislature of our state. 

January 30 Continue to pray for the protection of all abused and 
exploited children and women throughout the world. Pray that their 
perpetrators are apprehended and brought to justice. 

February 6 Pray for all the people and congregations in the St Paul 
Area Synod and the entire ELCA that they may be a blessing to all. 

February 13 As we enter the season of Lent, pray for a season of 
reflection and preparation before the celebration of Easter. 

February 20 Pray that we take a Sabbath moment each day, a time to 
meditate with God asking him to bring rest for both our bodies and 
tired spirits. 

Continued on page 5

The Introduction to the 
2018-2019 "Gather" Bible Study 
will be held on Saturday 
September 15, 2018 at St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church in North St. 
Paul.

St. Mark's Pastoral Associate 
Lindsey Bina will lead the study 
again.

More information will be sent to 
all congregations in Spring 2018.  
Please mark this date on your 
calendar and plan to attend.

Please contact Virginia Coller 
with any questions. 
ginnacoller@hotmail.com or 
651-777-0584

Intro to Gather 
2018-2019

Lift High the Cross with 
Kindness and Love
Titus 3:4-5 4But when the kindness 
and love of God our Savior appeared, 
5He saved us, not because of 
righteous things we had done, but 
because of his mercy. He saved us 
through the washing of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit.

mailto:ginnacoller@hotmail.com
mailto:ginnacoller@hotmail.com
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Mission Growth 
Goal:  To provide a variety of learning experiences that strengthen 
each woman as a whole person, develop her potential, and equip her 
for ministry.

What does this mean? 

Mission Growth nurtures spiritual growth through enabling and 
encouraging women to share the good news as disciples of Jesus 
Christ in their daily lives. It also provides opportunities for each 
women to identify her own gifts and leadership skills and makes 
available resources of Bible study and personal faith development. 

Through Spirituality, women are freed to embrace and celebrate 
the relationship God offers to them. Through Stewardship, women 
recognize that all they are and have belongs to God. Through 
Education, women understand that community includes 
affirmation of each person’s God-given worth. Full and equal access 
to education for all. Women aware of opportunities for global 
ministries. Women recognizing that education is a continuing and 
life-long journey for the individual and the church. Through 
Worship, women gather as the baptized with worship that is central 
in their lives together.

The Synodical Women’s Organization provides and encourages 
opportunities for learning and growth. Through monthly Bible Study, 
Cluster Gatherings, the Soup Luncheon, Bible Study Enrichment as 
well as learning in our own congregation, we are growing in our faith 
and growing as Women of God. Praise God for leading us so that we 
may be examples of His hands and feet.

Tuesdays at Two 

continued from page 4 

February 27 Pray in thankfulness for our Military, past and present, 
that serve our country so we can have the freedoms we have. 

March 6 Continue to pray for all those who have lost their jobs and 
consequently have lost their homes. Pray that our churches and 
communities will give support in the time of need. 

March 13 Pray for those that are working on the Synodical Women's 
Conference to be held in May of 2018, and for the presenters at the 
Conference that they may inspire us to continue to grow in faith. 

March 20 Pray for our sister churches in Tanzania and Guatemala that 
they be a blessing to their people.
 
March 27 Pray for peace and justice throughout the world. 

Events 
Cherish All Children - 
LSS Kick-Off 

January 13 
10 am-12 pm 

Children’s Home Society & LSS  
1605 Eustis Street 
St Paul, MN 55108

SWO Soup Luncheon  

February 3 
10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Our Savior’s Church 
1616 Olive St W  
Stillwater, MN 55082

SWO Convention 

May 4-5 

Christ Lutheran Church  
11194 36th St N  
Lake Elmo, MN 55042 

The chicks will be hatching.

Intro to Gather 
2018-19 

Sept 15 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church  
2499 N Helen St  
North St Paul, MN 55119 
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Board Members  
Marianne Adelmann 
612-309-8404 
marianne.adelmann@gmail.com 
Mount Calvary, Eagan (S) 
Mission: Action 
South Cluster Liaison 
  
Carol Bidwell 
651-455-3441  
cabbid@msn.com  
Luther Memorial/S St Paul (SE) 
Mission: Community 
South East Cluster Liaison 
  
Virginia Coller  
651-777-0584 
ginnacoller@hotmail.com 
St. Mark, No. St Paul, (EC) 
Mission: Growth 
North Cluster Liaison 
  
Susan Fredricksen 
651-430-1111  
terisu1981@gmail.com  
Our Savior’s, Stillwater (EC) 
Mission: Community 
East Central Liaison 
  
Carolyn Sampson  
651-470-3937  
cafsampson@gmail.com 
Shepherd of the Valley, 
Apple Valley (S)   
Mission: Action 
North Central Cluster Liaison 
  
Sharon Satre 
612-432-6690  
SharonSatre@gmail.com 
St. Anthony Park, St Paul (SC)   
Mission: Growth 
South Central Cluster Liaison

Non-Board   
Lois Berg  
763-789-9113  
lois_berg@comcast.net  
Christ the King, New Brighton (NC)  
Information Coordinator   
  
Wanda Hurtgen  
651-770-1905  
cwphurtgen@juno.com  
St. Mark, No. St. Paul (EC)  
Communication Coordinator   
  
Becky Maier  
651-271-3758 
jbmaier@hotmail.com  
Our Savior’s, Stillwater (EC)  
Guatemala   
  
Lynette Zika  
651-642-1691 
 jlz1122@prodigy.net  
Immanuel, St. Paul (SC)  
Racial Justice Advocate   
  
Carolyn Sampson  
651-470-3937  
cafsampson@gmail.com 
Shepherd of the Valley,  
Apple Valley (S)   
Racial Justice Advocate &  
Bridges Editor 
  
Barb Greaves  
651-578-7916  
bl40gr11@comcast.net 
Grace, St. Paul (SC)  
Historian 

Cluster Leaders  
North Cluster  
Carol Johnson 651-257-5918  
jlakhome1@frontier.net   
Trinity/Lindstrom 
   
North Central Cluster  
Lu Zibell 651-482-1965  
Church of the Resurrection/
Roseville   
  
East Central Cluster  
Jackie Boorman 651-436-5430  
jjboorman@live.com  
Christ, Lake Elmo (EC)  
  
Linda Kapaun 651/777-8580   
kapaun6580@msn.com  
St. Mark’s, North St. Paul  
  
South Central Cluster  
Joy Albrecht 651-644-8833  
joy_a@juno.com  
St Anthony Park/   
  
Helen Bandow 651-215-4869 
Christ on Capitol Hill/ St. Paul  
   
JoAnn Hogenson 651-698-5783  
joann.hogenson@q.com  
Immanuel/St. Paul  
  
South East Cluster  
Carol Bidwell 651-455-3441  
cabbid@msn.com  
Luther Memorial/S St Paul   
  
Naomi Dorau 651-451-8126  
Bethesda/Inver Grove Hgts  
  
Heather Lanka 651-246-2207  
hal7msp@gmail.com  
King of Kings, Woodbury   
  
South Cluster  
Darla Kimmes  651-437-6018  
dakimmes@embarqmail.com  
St. Phillips, Hastings  
  
Robin Kieffer   651-216-3611  
rlkieffer60@gmail.com 
Easter, Eagan

President 
Tricia Niesche  
612-281-7497 
tricia.niesche@gmail.com 
St. Mark, Circle Pines (NC)  

Vice President  
Gail Ahrens    
651-739-1551  
ahrens-michael@comcast.net  
Lutheran Church of Peace, 
Maplewood  (SE)

Secretary  
Sue Long  
651-331-1015 
prescottbirders  
@centurylink.net   
Gloria Dei, St. Paul (SC)  

Treasurer 
Darlene Sigstad 
651-653-6445
darlene.sigstad@gmail.com 
White Bear Lake (EC)

2017-2018 Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization

Cluster Key 
(N) North  
(S) South         
(SE) South East        

(NC) North Central      
(EC) East Central 
(SC) South Central

mailto:darlene.sigstad@gmail.com
mailto:darlene.sigstad@gmail.com
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Mission: Community 
To enable each woman to value herself and others as created in 
God’s image and redeemed through Christ; and to build up 
and celebrate relationships which are global, diverse, and 
interdependent.   

A big Thank You to all of our Cluster leaders in planning some 
interesting fall programs with fellowship plus donating offerings to 
some worthwhile organizations: a total of $1,436.

East Central and North Central Cluster had Pati Kachel from 
the Parable Fund “Katie Luther-Here I Stand” an offering of $489.50 
went to Katie’s Fund.

North Cluster had Pete Orput, Washington Co. Attorney speaking 
on Sex Trafficking; an offering of $385 went to Cherish All Children.

South Cluster gave an offering of $35 to Camp Noah, LSS of MN.

Southeast Cluster had Amanda Allen from Camp Noah, an offering 
of $376.50.

South Central Cluster had Ginny Rudloff from Cherish All 
Children, an offering $150.00.

A report from the 2017-2018 Gather Bible Study: 54 attended 
with receipts of $862 and expenses of $880.81. Why not invite new 
people next year, whether women from your church or other friends 
and family?

Please attend our winter Soup Luncheon on Feb 3 at Our Saviors 
Lutheran Church in Stillwater. Invite new members and old to your 
monthly meetings and the Soup Luncheon. Just ask.

To continue your present subscription or to begin receiving Bridges please send $5.00/year and this form to: 
Lois Berg, 3912 Roosevelt St. NE, Saint Anthony, MN 55421.  
For more information call Lois at 763-789-9113 or lois_berg@comcast.net       

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________ State __________ Zip ________________ 

Congregation/City _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Renewal ___    New Subscription ___        $5.00/year         Enclosed $_________ for ___ Year(s) 

Change of Address   Yes___   No ___   Phone ________________________   Email ___________________________ 

Your mailing label should indicate an expiration date. Please renew when necessary.  
Checks should be made payable to: W/ELCA Saint Paul Area Synod 

Reflections 

continued from page 2

changing the culture one step at a 
time. With all the reports of sexual 
harassment and victimization in the 
news recently, it is easy to see that 
this is an important topic indeed. If 
you are looking for something to 
share with your congregation right 
now, here are three films that 
address gender issues and de-
humanization of both genders in our 
cultural climate today: 

• Misrepresentation

• The Masks We Live In

• Screenagers

The first two are available for 
streaming on Netflix and for 
purchase on Amazon. The third one 
is available for private or public 
screenings; please see more 
information at 
www.screenagersmovie.com

Lastly, I hope to see all of you at the 
SWO Annual Luncheon in Stillwater 
on February 3. Please see more 
details on page 1.

http://www.screenagersmovie.com
http://www.screenagersmovie.com
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Bridges is published four times a year. Submit articles, information and photos for the Spring 2018 issue by February 15 to: 
Carolyn Sampson cafsampson@gmail.com (651) 470-3937. 

Subscription information Lois Berg lois_berg@comcast.net  |  (763) 789-9113  |  3912 Roosevelt St. NE, Saint Anthony, MN 55421 

A PDF of Bridges is emailed to all churches in the Saint Paul Area Synod. Please distribute this newsletter to the women of 
your church, either by attaching it to your own newsletter online, by providing a link for it on your website, or by hard copy. If 
your church is not receiving the PDF, please contact Tricia Niesche tricia.niesche@gmail.com 

Thank you to the Saint Area Synod for providing this service! 

WHEN 
Jan 13, 10 a.m. - 12 pm 
Feb 3, 10:30 a.m. - 1 pm 
May 4-5 
Sept 15

WHAT 
Cherish All Children Kick-off 
SWO Annual Luncheon 
SWO Convention 
Intro to Gather 2018-2019

WHERE  
Children’s Home Society, St. Paul 
Our Savior’s, Stillwater 
Christ Lutheran, Lake Elmo 
St. Mark’s, North St. Paul

Upcoming Events

Look for more details about these events in the left column on page 7.

mailto:lois_berg@comcast.net
mailto:tricia.niesche@gmail.com
mailto:lois_berg@comcast.net
mailto:tricia.niesche@gmail.com

